Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 295 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.046; wR factor = 0.134; data-to-parameter ratio = 19.4.
The C C bond in the title compound, C 14 H 15 NO 4 , is in an E configuration. With the exception of the methyl C atoms, the non-H atoms of the molecule all lie approximately on a plane (r.m.s. deviation = 0.096 Å ). -stacking is observed between parallel benzene rings of adjacent molecules, the centroidcentroid distance being 3.7924 (8) Å . Bodrikov et al. in 1992 ; the compound was synthesized by a conventional route. In the present study, microwave radiation was used to initiate the condensation; 2,4-dimethoxylbenzaldehyde was used in place of the unsubstituted homolog. The carbon-carbon double-bond in C 14 H 15 NO 4 is of an E-configuration (Scheme I, Fig. 1 ). With the exception of the methyl C, the non-hydrogen atoms all lie on a plane. The features are similar to those of 3,4-dimethoxybenzylidenecyanoacetate (Bodrikov et al., 1992) .
Related literature
Experimental 2,4-Dimethoxy benzaldehyde (10 mmol), ethyl cyanoacetate (10 mmol), and 2,4-pentanedione (100 mmol, aprox. 10 ml) dissolved in ethanol (50 ml) and the solution was irradiated by microwave irradiation for 5 minutes. The mixture was cooled and the product was recrystalized from ethanol in 90% yield; m.p. 405 K.
Refinement
Carbon-bound H-atoms were placed in calculated positions [C-H 0.93 to 0.97 Å; U(H) 1.2 to 1.5U(C)] and were included in the refinement in the riding model approximation, with U(H) set to 1.2 to 1.5U(C). 
